
It only took one of the many 
Coronaviruses to remind man 
of his evolutionary weaknes-

ses and to highlight how we must 
quickly stop exploiting animals 
and the planet in order to prevent 
the extinction of our species.
Man considers himself the most 
intelligent living species, but for-
gets that intelligence is a secon-
dary effect of evolution and does 
not necessarily constitute an evo-
lutionary advantage.
The Anthropocene has been a ge-
ological epoch characterised by a 
signi� cant increase of the impact 
of human activity on the ecosy-
stem. It has been a short evolu-
tionary period, because it is ob-
vious to everybody that we have 
now entered a new period that we 
could call the Zoonosecene, cha-
racterised by the increasingly fre-
quent appearance of pandemic in-

fectious diseases transmitted to 
man by animals (zoonoses).
More than 70% of the 1,700 in-
fectious diseases that affect hu-
mans come from animals and the 
Ebola, Hiv, Sars, Mers, Swine and 
Avian � u, Zika, etc. pandemics, 
after starting from sporadic phe-
nomena limited to rural areas, ha-
ve become a global emergency.
The repeated and frequent onset 
of pandemics can also be attribu-
ted to the irresponsible behaviour 
of man.
In particular, the creation of enor-
mous intensive domestic animal 
farms, the indiscriminate use of 
antibiotics on intensive breeding 
farms, the destruction of forests 
and the consumption of the meat 
of wild animals are all factors cau-
sing the insurgence of lethal hu-
man diseases. 
From a medical viewpoint, it is 

useless treating the symptoms of 
a patient without eliminating the 
causes of the illness at the same ti-
me, because it will never be truly 
healed. 
In the same way, it is absolu-
tely useless developing even mo-
re powerful new antibiotics or 
increasingly sophisticated vacci-
nes unless we reduce the negati-
ve impact caused by our species 
on the other living beings, by clo-
sing the large intensive animal far-
ms in favour of extensive ones, re-
ducing the use of antibiotics and 
restoring the balance between 
our species and the ecosystem 
(from Ego to Eco). The Project 
Bio-crime Interreg Italia Austria 
(www.biocrime.org) creates awa-
reness in people with respect to 
the biological risk and the project 
output is extremely simple: survi-
ving in an “eco” world. 

The Zoonosecene
The new geological epoch of intensive breeding, of wildlife trade, 
of antibiotic resistance and of pandemic diseases, following the 
Anthropocene

“Ego-Eco”: humankind is part of the ecosystem, not separate from it or above it
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